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Frederick Douglass 
 
Directions: Read the following excerpts from chapter 10 of Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, and explain how each quote applies to Invisible Man. Be prepared for discussion.  
 

DOUGLASS CONNECTIONS 
1. “I was broken in body, soul, and 

spirit. My natural elasticity was 
crushed, my intellect languished, 
the disposition to read departed, 
the cheerful spark that lingered 
about my eye died; the dark night 
of slavery closed in upon me; and 
behold a man transformed into a 
brute.” 

 

2. “The work was simple, requiring 
strength rather than intellect; yet, 
to one entirely un- used to such 
work, it came very hard. About 
three o’clock of that day, I broke 
down; my strength failed me; I 
was seized with a violent aching 
of the head, attended with 
extreme dizziness; I trembled in 
every limb.” 
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DOUGLASS CONNECTIONS 
3. “Mr. Covey seemed now to think 

he had me, and could do what he 
pleased; but at this moment—from 
whence came the spirit I don’t 
know—I resolved to fight; and 
suiting my action to the resolution, 
I seized Covey hard by the throat; 
and as I did so, I rose. He held on 
to me, and I to him. My resistance 
was so entirely unexpected, that 
Covey seemed taken all aback. 
He trembled like a leaf.” 

 

4. “This battle with Mr. Covey was 
the turning- point in my career as 
a slave. It rekindled the few 
expiring embers of freedom, and 
revived within me a sense of my 
own manhood. It recalled the 
departed self-confidence, and 
inspired me again with a 
determination to be free.” 

 

5. “It was a glorious resurrection 
from the tomb of slavery to the 
heaven of freedom. My long-
crushed spirit rose, cowardice 
departed, bold defiance took its 
place; and I now resolved that, 
however long I might remain a 
slave in form, the day had passed 
for ever when I could be a slave in 
fact.” 

 

 


