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A Poetry Connection 
 

Directions: The following poems relate to chapters 11–13 of Invisible Man. Read each 
poem, and provide a summary of the main points. Then write a rationale as to how it 
connects with the novel. 
 

POEM SUMMARY RATIONALE 
1. “Sympathy” by Paul 

Laurence Dunbar 
  

2. “If We Must Die” by 
Claude McKay 

 
 

  

3. “Mother to Son” by 
Langston Hughes 

  

 


