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Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

Vocabulary 1
Name _______________________________  Class pd. ________ Date ___________________ Score _____

Vocabulary

Directions: Use the following definitions to help you understand the reading assignments.

Preface

1. abettor—(n.) encouragement and assistance in wrongdoing 

2. anomaly—(n.) someone or something incongruous or inconsistent  anomalous—(adj.) incongruous; inconsistent; deviating from the norm 

3. apostrophize—(v.) to address someone not present 

4. ascertain—(v.) to make certain; to find out with assurance 

5. auspices—(n.) approving support 

6. calumny—(n.) a false and malicious statement meant to injure someone 

7. chattel—(n.)—(archaic) a slave 

8. destitute—(adj.) deprived or lacking 

9. diffidence—(n.) a lack of confidence in oneself 

10. eloquence—(n.) speech that is fluent and forceful, even profound 

11. execrable—(adj.) utterly detestable  execrate—(v.) to detest utterly; to denounce harshly 

12. felicitous—(adj.) well-suited for the occasion; appropriate 

13. fetter—(n.) a chain or shackle placed on the foot 

14. fugitive—(adj.) having taken flight or run away 

15. impetus—(n.) a motivating force 

16. impunity—(n.) exemption from punishment 

17. incredulous—(adj.) unwilling to believe or trust; expressing disbelief 

18. indispensable—(adj.) absolutely necessary or essential 

19. libel—(n.) anything that is defamatory or maliciously misrepresentative 

20. pernicious—(adj.) causing insidious harm or ruin; deadly; fatal 

21. peruse—(v.) to read or examine carefully 

22. prodigy—(n.) a person with extraordinary talent; something marvelous 

23. proselyte—(n.) a person who has changed to a different doctrine 

24. salutary—(adj.) conducive to some beneficial purpose 

25. sanguine—(adj.) hopeful and cheerful 

26. soliloquize—(v.) to utter or speak while or as if alone 

27. stultify—(v.) to make futile or ineffectual; to make ridiculous 

28. sublime—(adj.) elevated in thought; inspiring awe or great respect 

29. succor—(v.) to render aid to one in distress 

30. veracity—(n.) habitual truthfulness; conformity to truth or fact 

Chapter 1

1. conjecture—(n.) the formation of an opinion without proof 

2. deference—(n.) respectful regard 

3. impertinent—(adj.) inappropriately intrusive or rude 

4. odiousness—(n.) the quality of being abominable, hateful, or repugnant 

Chapter 2

1. ineffable—(adj.) incapable of being expressed or described 

2. obdurate—(adj.) hardhearted and without remorse; stubborn 

Chapter 3

1. defiled—(adj.) made dirty or unclean; desecrated or disrespected 

2. imbibe—(v.) to take or receive into the mind, such as an idea 

3. sundered—(adj.) broken apart violently 

Chapter 4

1. artful—(adj.) crafty and tricky; skillful and ingenious 

2. expedient—(n.) a means to an end 

3. immutable—(adj.) unchangeable 

4. impudence—(n.) boldness; impertinence 

5. servile—(adj.) slavishly obedient 

6. subversion—(n.) the overthrow of something established in an underhanded way;  corruption 
Chapter 5

1. incur—(v.) to bring upon oneself

Chapter 6

1. blighting—(adj.) destructive or ruinous 

2. odium—(n.) hatred; disgrace attached to something repugnant 

Chapter 7

1. depravity—(n.) immorality; evil 

2. divest—(v.) to deprive of something, such as property, rights, or clothing 

3. precepts—(n.) command or direction given as a rule of conduct 

4. unabated—(adj.) not decreased in amount; constant; consistent 

Chapter 8

1. dissipation—(n.) indulgence in intemperance and immoral pleasure 

2. profligate—(adj.) utterly and shamelessly immoral; reckless 

Chapter 9

1. sagacity—(n.) keen mental discernment and sound judgment sagacious—(adj.) having sagacity 

2. want—(v.) to lack 

Chapter 10

1. ardent—(adj.) having intense feeling, especially of desire or devotion 

2. digress—(v.) to wander away from the main topic 

3. imbue—(v.) to inspire with feelings or opinions 

4. impropriety—(n.) the quality or state of being improper; an improper act, expression, or usage 

5. imprudent—(adj.) no judicious or wisely cautious in practical affairs 

6. insurrection—(n.) the act of engaging in organized breakout against an established government or authority 

7. perdition—(n.) a state of final spiritual ruin 

8. quail—(v.) to lose heart or courage, as in danger; to recoil 

9. turbid—(adj.) unclear or murky because of stirred-up sediment 

Chapter 11

1. commensurate—(adj.) corresponding in amount or degree; of equal measure 

2. exculpate—(v.) to clear from a charge of guilt or fault 

3. gall—(v.) to vex or irritate; to make sore by rubbing 

4. habiliments—(n.) clothes or clothing 

5. imputation—(n.) a discreditable attribute 

6. palpable—(adj.) readily or plainly perceived; obvious or evident 

7. scathing—(adj.) bitterly severe, as a remark 

Appendix

1. infidel—(n.) a person who does not accept a particular religious faith 

2. iniquity—(n.) extreme injustice; a wicked act 

3. misnomer—(n.) a misapplied name or designation 


