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AP Study Guide for The Great Gatsby 
By F. Scott Fitzgerald

Chapter One

1. What other method does Fitzgerald use to persuade the reader that Nick is credible?
2. Interpret and explain the meaning of the following simile: “They [books on investments and securities] stood like new money from the mint.”
3. What type of imagery does Fitzgerald uses to make the Buchanan palace come alive? What is Fitzgerald’s purpose of this?
4. During the dinner conversation, Nick wanted to “look squarely at everyone, and yet to avoid all eyes” (15). This statement is an example of what type of rhetorical device? What does this convey to the reader?
5. The green light that Gatsby is staring at is mentioned several more times and assumes symbolic significance. Where do you think the green light might be? What do you think it means?
