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Opening Minds ta a wWorld of Possibilities




	Next Generation Lesson Plan
Lesson # 1a


	Course
	Unit Title & #
	Teacher 

	English III
	3.1: “Everybody’s Zora” in Zora Neale Hurston’s Life and Work
(1/3 day - 20 minutes)
	

	Essential Question:

· What is the relationship between formal individual literary creativity and the informal, traditional aesthetic standards of the writer's own community?
Standard #

· A.2.a Reading Strategies: Apply strategies before, during, and after reading to increase fluency and comprehension with increasingly challenging texts.

· D.2.c Application: Actively participate in small-group and large-group discussions, assuming various roles.
Learning Target:

· I will use a reading strategy (anticipation guide) to activate prior knowledge related to the unit and anchor text.




	   Essential
Components 
	Teacher’s Role:  

	Students’ Role

	Engage and Hook


	Anticipation Guide: 

· This guide raises questions that the unit, and more specifically the novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, addresses.  Students access their prior knowledge before reading to assess their own opinions about the major issues and themes that will be discussed including independence, speech, and the search for identity.  They will write in their journals reflecting on their opinions about these statements before reading the novel.  After reading, they will revisit their journal entries and respond to them indicating whether their opinions changed and why, based on what they have learned from the novel.

	The students: 

· active                    □    passive

Notes:  
· showed interest in the learning 

· asked questions
· shared prior knowledge

· made connections
· deconstructed the target—know and do

· planned for success
Notes:


	Explain and Model
	· Distribute a copy of the Anticipation Guide to each student. You may also want to use a documents camera or make a transparency to guide the discussion. Go over the directions and each of the questions with the class, being sure to encourage them to answer however, they like—there are no “right” or “wrong” answers.

· Have the students respond to 2-4 of the statements in their journals using their own experiences and insights to justify why they agree or disagree.

· After the students have finished responding to all 7 statements, divide the class into groups of 3-4.  Allow the students to discuss the answers they chose and why.  Again, stress that there are no wrong or right answers, but ask the students to defend their answers based on personal experiences, previous readings, and/or other prior knowledge.  
· Following group discussion time, lead a class discussion on two or three of the statements.  Depending on the variance of student responses, you may want to select a topic highly debated in groups to go more in depth (using a T-Chart on the board for pros and cons may also be helpful)
EXAMPLE OF T-CHART:

8. Most people have to live according to the dictates of 

    their own heart to be happy.
____PROS (AGREE)_________(CONS)_DISAGREE__

*The heart know happiness           * The mind is logical 
*You need your heart to                 *The heart doesn’t pay

   find love                                          the bills

*What you feel in your                   *What someone believes
  heart is based on your                     makes them happy isn’t 

  beliefs                                             always what is best

*Money can’t buy                           *You need to also  
  happiness, but your heart                 consider your

  knows happiness
	The students: 

□  active                   □  passive
Notes: 

· listened critically to explanations and seemed to comprehend explanations

· asked questions

· made connections
· utilized note making
· offered ideas, appropriate comments  and/or  understandings
Notes:


	Explore and Apply


	Follow step listed in Explain and Model section.

(COMPLETED AFTER NOVEL IS READ)

· After the students have read the novel completely, have them again look at the anticipation guide.  Follow the directions from step 1 in Explain and Model again, only this time ask the students to fill in the AFTER set of statements.
· Lead a class discussion comparing students’ before and after answers. Have some of their responses changed? If so, discuss what made the difference. If students' opinions are the same, discuss if anything from the novel helped them to solidify their initial responses. Encourage students to use the text in their responses.
	The students: 

· actively participated in sequenced learning activities
· takes educational risks 
· uses technology ethically
· applied own understanding of new learning
· used concepts and skills in new situations
· rethought big ideas
· reflected and revised (self-monitored, self-assessed, and self-adjusted work)
· problem solving
· contributed to the work of the group 

Notes:


	Evaluate


	Formative Assessment:

· 3-2-1: 3 things they believe will be essential themes in the novel; 2 things that they thought about in their own life related to the anticipation guide; 1 thing that represents who they are 
(COMPLETED AFTER NOVEL IS READ)

Various ways to assess the students' understanding of the themes found in this anticipation guide could

include the following:

· Write a one-page paper on one of the statements from the Anticipation Guide.  What was your response before you read the novel?  Why?  What was your response after reading the novel?  Why?  Use examples from the text.

· Read one of your journal entries before you read the novel and write a response to it. Do you think any differently now about some issues than you did before you read the novel?  Explain why your opinion changed or stayed the same using examples from the text.
· 
	The students: 
□  understand proficient work / rubrics
· demonstrated an understanding of concepts and skills
· exhibits a sense of accomplishment
· evaluated his or her own progress/ knowledge & makes adjustments
· leads parent or peer conferencing
· asked questions that encourage further learning/ rethinks big ideas
Notes: 



	Resources
	· Pen/Pencil

· Learning Log Journal 

· Anticipation Guide

· Dry Erase Board & Markers

· Optional: Document Camera
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