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“The Declaration of Independence” Rhetorical Analysis Questions
Answer each of the following questions on your own paper with one line skipped between each question.  All answers should be specific, with support, and in correct and complete sentences.  

1. The Declaration can be divided into five sections- the introduction, the preamble (explanation of purpose), the charges against King George III, the criticism of the British people, and the conclusion. Note where each section begins and ends by quoting the first line of each part.

2. Is the first sentence cumulative (loose) or periodic? Why is this sentence type effective in this case?
3. Describe the tone of the first paragraph. Specify diction that helps create the tone. 

4. Why do the authors avoid specifying the conflict between Britain and America- referring instead to “one people” dissolving political ties with “another”? How and why does the first paragraph establish a clear separation between the Americans and the British?

5. Describe the tone of the second section (the preamble). Specify diction that helps create the tone. 

6. In the first two sections, the only sentence written with a pronoun in first-person is the first sentence of section two, “We hold these Truths…” The rest of the sentences have third person subjects and objects. Why are the first two sections primarily in third-person point of view?

7. Describe the parallel syntax of the first sentence of the second section and its effect.

8. In the second section, how does the Declaration specifically justify the abolishment of American ties with Britain?

9. Loaded language is language with profound connotations, usually employed to evoke an emotional response from the audience, to appeal to pathos. An example is the word “plunder” in grievance 24 which implies that the people “plundered” were helpless, overcome by an excessively powerful aggressor. Find and explain three other examples of loaded language.

10. Notice the use of anaphora throughout the list of grievances. How does the parallel construction and repetition that create the anaphora impact the effectiveness of the document?
11. The fourth section (beginning with “Nor”) shifts the focus away from King George III. How? To where does the focus shift?

12. How does the fourth section transition to the conclusion?  What is the purpose of the conclusion?

