Teacher’s Notes 3.1b
Use the discussion from the Anticipation Guide to connect life’s influences to things outside of their immediate influences (you going to introduce the Harlem Renaissance and show it’s connection to Zora Neale Hurston) (There is also a PowerPoint to assist with this process.)
Script Suggestions:

“As you recall from the discussion over the Anticipation Guide, some of you agree that there are things that influence your path in life.  And, it can be something outside of your own home or neighborhood.  For example, there are trends and movements that can begin an area away from you, but ultimately has a chain-reaction effect that shapes your present life, and future.”
Cover examples of influences (Remember to start small and increase): 

· Over 100 miles away is UK, yet the majority of individuals here are considered Big Blue fans. 

· Many individuals are not very knowledgeable about politics and policies, but because other political figures and or individuals in the media slander the president, others jump on board.

· How about clothing?  Do you think fashion starts here, at the high school or grocery store?  No, fashions that we embrace here have usually been out in Europe for over a year before we see the trickledown effect.

· However, what influences fashion?  Could it be events in the world that are out of our control?  

· Cave men were the first to wear clothes, but did their ensemble choice change due to climate change?

· Additional influences include economy, celebrities, architecture, cultures, art and designs…) 
· Does problems in the middle east effect you?  (students may have a variety of ideas, including gas prices)

· What about things like books and music? (let students brainstorm ideas as you write them down on the board) (if they need help start them with the vampire epidemic that led to all kids of mythical literature, and influenced appearances– glitter, black, paleness)
· There are many options for discussion (e.g., WWII, the fifties, the sixties…)
Additional Notes:

As you go through the questions in the previous section (with or without the PowerPoint), which are also in the Teacher’s Notes 3.1b, be sure to let students make connections to bigger influences in their lives (even if it seems trivial, like how many high school and grade school players wear the pull on sleeve warmer because a celebrity player did).

Formative Assessment:

Once you feel students have grasped the concept of influence (evaluate by their verbal feedback in expressing connections they recognize today) begin to explain that outside factors had a major influence on the life of  Zora Neale Hurston, our author of focus in unit 3.
Ready-Set-Go-Whoa!

Move to the Ready-Set-Go-Whoa! graphic organizer, which is a strategy that engages students so they actively learn from the texts they read.  
Distribute handout 3.1b

Explain: “It is important for you to recognize what you know before because it affects how you study. It is also important to pay attention to questions that get answered or raised while reading.” 

· Following this introduction, the teacher will model the strategy for them (there is an example on the PPT 3.1b, and a print copy).

· Ready (Identify what the students already know) Using the K-W-L format, brainstorm on an overhead the information they already know. Be sure to record everything they think they know about the topic. After the class brainstorming activity have the students write

what they personally think they know about the topic.

· Set (Brainstorm a list of questions) Continue modeling the strategy including the things they want to know more about or that they wonder about the topic. Have the students record what they want to learn on their own sheet. This helps them remember that they should be asking questions about what they are learning.
· Go (Read the selected text) Have the students read the text and record new learning on their sheet. This can be done individually, in small groups, or as a class (if need finish as homework).
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
· Whoa! (Assess learning and questions raised) Have students check their background knowledge against what they learned to identify what they really knew and what they didn’t quite understand. Then have them record the questions they still have about the topic or what questions were raised by reading about the topic.
