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 The Great Gatsby 
Vocabulary for Chapter 1
Directions: For each vocabulary word, you are to complete each required section: vocabulary word, pronunciation, part of speech, definition, synonyms (minimum of two), antonym, and original sentence with the vocabulary word circled).  The categories needing completed will vary for each word. 

	Vocabulary word
	Pronunciation
	Definition

	Synonyms:
	Antonym:

	Original Sentence (must apply the definition & circle vocabulary word)

	Derivatives: 
	Chapter & Page #


	1
	Vulnerable
	VUL nur uh bul
	susceptible to injury or attack

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: protected

	
	
A fighter is vulnerable if he does not keep up his guard. 

	
	Derivatives: vulnerability, vulnerableness, vulnerably
	1.1


	2
	Reserve
	reh ZURV
	self-restraint

	
	Synonyms: reticence
	Antonym: lack of restraint

	
	He showed a lot of reserve in dealing with the harsh critics at the meeting. 

	
	Derivatives: reserved, reservedly, reserveless 
	1.1


	3.
	Feign
	FAYN
	to imitate deceptively; to make believe; pretend

	
	Synonyms: fake, simulate
	Antonym: be true

	
	Fooled by his opponent’s feint, the boxer dropped his guard and was knocked down.

	
	Derivatives: feign, feigned, feigning, feignedly, feigner
	1.1


	4
	Levity
	LEV eh tee
	excessive frivolity, flippancy

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: seriousness

	
	It was inappropriate for him to insert some levity into the funeral service. 

	
	Derivatives: lethargically, lethargize, lethargy
	1.1


	5
	Plagiarize
	PLAY juh rize
	to steal and to use another’s writings/ideas as one’s own

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: to originate

	
	English teachers are always on the lookout for materials in papers that are plagiarized.

	
	Derivatives: plagiaristic, plagiarism, plagiarist, plagiary
	1.2


	6
	Marred
	MARD
	desire to harm others

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: perfect

	
	The inauguration was marred by outbursts from demonstrators.

	
	Derivatives: mar, mars, marring
	1.2


	7
	Infinite
	
	indefinitely or exceedingly large

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	
	1.2


	8
	Perpetuate
	pur PECH oo ate
	to prolong the existence of something

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: to destroy

	
	The Audubon Society works to perpetuate the species of many threatened birds. 

	
	Derivatives: perpetual, perpetuation, perpetuator, perpetuity, perpetually
	1.5


	9
	Bizarre
	buh ZAR
	out of the ordinary, odd

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: ordinary

	
	Snow in June is a bizarre occurrence for Kentuckians. 

	
	Derivatives: bizarrely, bizarreness 
	1.5


	10
	Acuity
	uh KEW uh tee
	sharpness of perception

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: denseness

	
	His acuity in determining the facts made him a good judge. 

	
	Derivatives: acute, acuities, acuteness
	1.6


	11
	Reproach
	reh  PROCH
	to blame for something; a disgrace

	
	Synonyms: admonish, castigate, chasten, chastise, chide, rebuke, reprove
	Antonym: to praise; accolade

	
	Her conduct was so good that it was beyond reproach. 

	
	Derivatives: reproachable, reproachful, reproachfully, reproachfulness, reproachingly
	1.6


	12
	Turbulence
	TUR byuh luns
	wild or disturbing activity

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: stillness

	
	There is a lot of turbulence during a hurricane. 

	
	Derivatives: turbulent, turbulation, turbulator, turbulency, turbulently 
	1.6


	13
	Supercilious
	soo pur SIL ee us
	having or showing arrogant superiority to and disdain of those one views as unworthy. 

	
	Synonyms: disdainful, high-handed, insolent, lordly
	Antonym: servile

	
	I do not like your arrogant and supercilious attitude toward poor people.  

	
	Derivatives: superciliously, superciliousness
	1.8


	14
	Effeminate
	
	

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	
	1.7

	15
	Fractious
	FRAK shus
	unruly 

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: manageable 

	
	The fractious students started a food fight. 

	
	Derivatives: fractiousness, fractiously 
	1.7


	16
	Wistful
	WIST ful
	having unfulfilled longing or yearning

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: fulfilled; realistic

	
	It is a wistful dream for her to think that she can go to Hollywood and become a star. 

	
	Derivatives: wistfulness, wistfully 
	1.7


	17
	Vista
	VIS tuh
	a distant view seen through an opening

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	As he reached the forest, he saw vistas of stone passages leading in many directions. 

	
	Derivatives: vistaed, vistas 
	1.7


	18
	Pungent
	PUN junt
	sharp or irritating to the taste or smell, acrid

	
	Synonyms: piquant, poignant, racy
	Antonym: sweet, pleasant

	
	There was a pungent odor in the stockyard. 

	
	Derivatives: pungency, pungently 
	1.7


	19
	Buoyant
	BOY unt
	capable of floating; cheerful

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: likely to sink

	
	Because the log was buoyant, it stayed afloat.  The girl’s buoyant spirit made her pleasant company. 

	
	Derivatives: buoyancy, buoyance, buoyantly, buoyantness, buoy 
	1.8


	20
	Conscientious
	
	meticulous; careful; painstaking; particular

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives: 
	1.8


	21
	Ecstasy
	EK stuh see
	extreme happiness

	
	Synonyms: rapture, transport
	Antonym: wretchedness

	
	The music was so beautiful that it put the crowd into a state of ectasy. 

	
	Derivatives: ecstatically, ecstatic, ecstatical 
	1.9


	22
	Desolate
	DES uh lit
	deserted, without inhabitants, barren

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: populous

	
	Some of the western states have large areas that are desolate. 

	
	Derivatives: dilatoriness, dilatorily 
	1.9


	23
	Deft
	DEFT
	skillful, adroit

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: clumsy

	
	The company went bankrupt and is now defunct. 

	
	Derivatives: defunction, defunctive 
	1.10


	24
	Incredulous
	
	indicating or showing unbelief

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.10


	25
	Reciprocal
	reh SIP ruh kul
	mutual; corresponding; matching; complementary; equivalent

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	We have made a reciprocal trade agreement whereby we will sell the country grain and it will sell us copper.

	
	Derivatives: reciprocity, reciprocally, reciprocating, reciprocation, reciprocate, reciprocator, reciprocatory
	1.11


	26
	Wan
	WAHN
	of an unnatural or sickly pallor; pallid; lacking color

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: full of vitality

	
	I knew that something very serious was wrong by his wan appearance. 

	
	Derivatives: waned, wanning
	1.11


	27
	Languid
	LAND gwid
	slow, sluggish, listless, weak

	
	Synonyms: lethargic, stuporous, torpid
	Antonym: animated

	
	

	
	Derivatives: languidly, languidness, languish, languisher, languishing, languishment
	1.11


	28
	Banter
	BAN ter
	to speak in a witty or teasing manner

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	The opposing coaches, who were old friends, bantered back and forth before the game. 

	
	Derivatives: banterer, bantering, banteringly, banters, bantered
	1.12


	29
	Ferocity
	fuh ROS eh tee
	savagery

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: mildness

	
	A tiger is an animal that has ferocity. 

	
	Derivatives: ferociously, ferocious, ferociousness 
	1.13


	30
	Fervent
	FUR vent
	ardent, showing great emotion, impassioned

	
	Synonyms: fervid, passionate, perfervid
	Antonym: indifferent

	
	I have a fervent love for that man. 

	
	Derivatives: fervency, fervently, ferventness, fervid, fervidly, fervidity, fervidness
	1.13


	31
	Complacency
	kum  PLAY sun see
	the state of being self-satisfied; often without awareness of some potential danger or defect

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: dissatisfaction

	
	Considering that he is failing, it is curious to see his sense of complacency. 

	
	Derivatives: complacent, complacently, complacence, complaisant, complaisance, complaisantly 
	1.13


	32
	Extemporizing 
	
	

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.14


	33
	Cynical
	SIN uh kul
	given to faultfinding, sneering, and sarcasm; exhibiting mocking disbelief 

	
	Synonyms: misanthropic, pessimistic, misogynic
	Antonym: 

	
	Some people are so cynical they sneer at everything that would make life worthwhile. 

	
	Derivatives: cynic, cynically, cynicism 
	1.16


	 34
	Anon 
	
	in a short time; soon.

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.18


	35
	Peremptorily 
	
	

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.19


	36
	Libel
	
	

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.19


	37
	Intimation
	
	make known subtly and indirectly; hint

	
	Synonyms: 
	Antonym: 

	
	

	
	Derivatives:
	1.20


