Current Events Journal  (CEJ)
Adapted from an assignment by Danny Lawrence, AP Instructor, Winston-Salem, NC

Objective: The Current Events Journal will improve students’ summarizing, analyzing, and grammatical skills.  This weekly assignment will keep students abreast of current events and breaking news, and will help students on the Argument portion of the AP exam.  Lastly, this assignment will require students to familiarize themselves with MLA style bibliographic citations.  

Assignment:

Choose a magazine or newspaper article each week from a credible source, such as Newsweek, Time, New Republic, Forbes, The Economist, The Atlantic, Scientific America, or a link from our current event webpage (http://vpope.weebly.com/current-event-journals.html).  The article you choose must have been published in the current month or the previous month, but no later.  Occasionally, I will assign a theme for the week (for example, “This week, you must read an article about politics/the environment/ education,” etc.). When I do this, I will let you know on Monday. 

1. On the top line of the paper, you will include a citation for the magazine article.  This will be in MLA (Modern Language Association) format.
2. On the top half of the paper, you will write a summary of the article you have read.  You must include a small quote from the article in your summary.  A “small” quote can be words or parts of a sentence. Avoid quoting complete sentences. 
3. Under the summary section, you will need to list the universal idea of the article; what does the author want to relay to the reader.  Is there an overall universial idea? 
4. On the bottom half of the paper, you will write commentary.  You can either comment on the content of the article (what the author has to say) or the form/style (how the author says it). If you comment on the content, you may be defending, challenging, or qualifying the author’s claim/point/thesis/interpretation; if you comment on the author’s form/style, you may be commenting on the author’s diction, syntax, tone, imagery, organization, appeals, etc.  If you aspire for a superior commentary grade, you may also compare and/or connect the rhetoric of the article to another text. 
5. CEJ entries will be due on Friday of each week, unless otherwise noted in class or on the web calendar.  It will be your responsibility to e-mail to me, before class, your CEJ entries or place them in the workbasket, as I will not ask for them (e-mail: Victoria.Pope@knox.kyschools.us).  
6. You should always be prepared to discuss the current events that you have provided in you CEJ.
Grading:

	
	Dismal
	Acceptable
	Honorable
	Grandiose

	Citation
	MLA formatted citation with more than 6 errors 
	MLA formatted citation with 4-6 errors 
	MLA formatted citation with 1-3 errors
	MLA formatted citation with no errors

	Summary
	Vague summary with little use of examples or quotes.
	Clear summary with some use of  examples and quotes.
	Clear, concise, detailed summary with use of examples and quotes.
	Clear, concise, detailed summary with eloquent use of examples and quotes.

	Universal Idea
	Random or Blank (No connection)
	Not a U.I. and/or incorrect U.I., and no explanation
	Vague U.I. with explanation
	Insightful U.I. and explanation

	Commentary
	Commentary which reveals little insight or originality.
	Interesting, commentary which reveals some insight.
	Interesting commentary which reveals insight and originality.
	Rich, interesting, exemplary commentary which reveals insight and originality.

	Conventions
	Poor control of conventions.

Many errors.
	Limited control of conventions.

Some errors.
	Good control of conventions.

Few errors.
	Excellent control of conventions.

No errors.


