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The Baroque Era - Overview
Baroque Art
As the Renaissance ended, the Baroque Era began.  In Europe, the Renaissance had grown all over and everyone was interested in the _____________  and ______________ ideals of beauty and art.  

During the Baroque Era, things changed.  Notice that the Renaissance was particularly interested in mathematical beauty—using _________________ and three-dimensions to create _________________ paintings and sculptures.  They also focused on people who were pretty normal, though they had money.  (During the Renaissance, people like Rick Rand and Bobby True would have had sculptures or busts made by artists.  

During the Baroque Era, that changed.  Baroque artists were more interested in _________________.  

· This is the first instance of the head/ heart phenomenon.  That is, each successive era focuses more on either ______________________ —or head —or ________________ — heart.  

· This is true all the way until the Modern Era, which focuses on both.

Baroque artists also used a form of painting called ___________________________. 

· The blending of natural ____________ with shadows surrounding the _________________ or focal point of the work.  
· That means most of the paintings during this period of history were very ___________ with only a bit of light highlighting what was to be seen.  
Notice the use of natural light, particularly in the paintings of _________________________ and ______________________. The Baroque Era allowed artist to do the following:

· 


________________   from the limits of previous styles
· focus on the power of the 



 and the 


______ to set artistic styles
· promoted extensive ornamentation with high contrasts
The two artists you need to focus on are Rembrandt and Caravaggio.  
· ____________________ Von Rijn was a Dutch painter known for his use of 
__________ ______
 to create 
_________________
____.  
· Michelangelo Merisi da _______________________ was known for passionate depictions of 





 in emotional distress.
Baroque Music

_____________ - Work for 2 or more voices layered on top of each other.(A form of counterpoint.) 

_____________ - staged secular work consisting of solos, chorus, and orchestra that tells a story, with costumes and set

_________________ - sacred work consisting of solos, chorus, and orchestra that tells a story, does not use costumes or set

Parts of an Opera/Oratorio 

· ________ - Solo written for one voice

· __________________ - music using normal speech rhythms

· _____________ - song for the ensemble

· ________________ - instrumental music that  precedes an opera/oratorio
___________________________________ dominated Baroque music.   

· German 

· First real professional ______________________ 

· That is, he made enough money by writing music to survive only by writing music

· First of the great ___________________

· Most of his works were done for the church.  He wrote hymns, etudes, psalms, and fugues for the church.

· Why did he write church music?  Simple, really.  _________________ were expensive.  Only the church or kings and queens could pay to have them installed.   Bach wasn’t royalty so he had to create music for the church.  It essentially paid the bills.  Therefore, he wrote primarily for the pipe organ.

· Songs to remember:

· Air on the G String
· Toccata and Fugue in D Minor German

TRIVIA FOR YOU: Bach’s songs varied a great deal.  He had slow songs, fast songs, happy songs, and spooky songs.  How do you get a song to sound spooky?  You put it in a minor chord.  An example of a spooky song from JS Bach is   







.  This song is played even today around Halloween time and can also be heard in movies.

Other Composers

There are two other composers you need to know about.  They are ___________________ and __________________.  You’ve heard their music before, too.  

Antonio Vivaldi

· ______________________
· Nicknamed “__________________________________”

· Vivaldi was trained for the _______________________ but stopped due to chest pains.

· Most of his works are for soloists, but best, most famous work is _______________________.
· Vivaldi’s most famous work is from the larger orchestral work called ____________________.  It’s broken down into Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter.  Spring sounds like bees buzzing around flowers, while winter is slow and melodic.  Each of the seasons had a theme to it and it is still considered among the greatest compositions of all time.  

George Frideric Handel

· German who moved to ____________________

· He was the son of a ______________-surgeon who intended him for the law. 

· When he was young he became a pupil of Zachow, the principal organist in Halle.

· He was appointed organist of the Calvinist Cathedral at the age of _______. 

· Handel created _____________________.  You’ve heard this around Christmas every year since you were born, most likely.  The Messiah takes its words from the __________________ version of the ______________, including the famous __________________________. 

Baroque Dance

Court dances in the Baroque period were a highly formal occasion. The Baroque ideal of             


_______ was apparent at these grand events.  It was during the Baroque period that 



 was developed by the French monarch, Louis XIV.

Symphonic Music Overview
 Instrumental Music

· Concerto - Two or more dissimilar musical forces are used– for example, one or more soloists playing opposite an orchestra.

· Three types of concertos:

· Orchestral concerto (different groups of instruments)

· Concerto grosso (small groups stand out from main groups of instruments in orchestra)

· Solo concerts (soloist v. orchestra)

· Sonata – any piece played on instruments

· Sonare– “To sound”

· Used mainly as a trio sontata, with two high , intertwining parts for violins or woodwinds, with a bass part played by a cello or bassoon.

Vocal Music

· Cantata– “To sing”

· Vocal compositions with instrumental accompaniment.

· Bach’s A Mighty Fortress Is our God is an example of a cantata, as is The Messiah, by Handel.  
· Opera– “To work”

· First called, literally, “a work of music,” or  Opera in musica.  Because opera began in Italy, it was Italian.  That was later shortened to simply opera, or work.

· Recitative– “recited” lines found in an opera.  Recitatives are not parts of songs, but lines sung, rather than spoken aloud. 

· Aria– emotional solo; the “show stopper” of an opera.  

Baroque Literature

Cervantes

· Don Quixote—First novel
· Insane older man “tilts at windmills” and seeks Dulcinea

· Theme of the book—Is Quixote crazy or does it matter?

· Don Quixote had specific rules to live by:

· Look the best in people.

· Be courteous to all women.

· Be just to all men.

· Live for the future, not the past.

· Love people as they ought to be, not as they are.

Thomas Hobbes

· The Leviathan

· "The universe is corporeal; all that is real is material, and what is not material is not real." --The Leviathan 
· Social contract theory

· All life sucks eggs without one strong, autocratic ruler.

· No God

· Hobbes believed that people were born bad and stayed that way.  

John Locke


· Two Treatises of Government

· Opposite viewpoint from Hobbes

· Mankind good

· Will of the people

· Tabula Rasa– Blank slate

· Nature v. nurture

· Locke believed people were born neither good nor bad, but were blank slates to be determined by their upbringing.  

