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Opening Minds ta a wWorld of Possibilities




	Next Generation Lesson Plan
Lesson # 1b


	Course
	Unit Title & #
	Teacher 

	English III
	3.1a: “Everybody’s Zora” in Zora Neale Hurston’s Life and Work 
2/3 of class (45 minutes)
	

	Essential Question:

· What is the relationship between formal individual literary creativity and the informal, traditional aesthetic standards of the writer's own community?
Standard #

· (Background building)

A.4.a: Explain the relationship between the time in which a literary work is set, the time during which the author wrote, and the time in which the reader reads.
Learning Target:

· I will build background information to help me explain how the time in which a literary work is wrote, is related to the time it is read.


	   Essential
Components 
	Teacher’s Role:  

	Students’ Role

	Engage and Hook


	Students will be engaged with considering influences in their own life, which will hook them in to making bigger connections. 

Use the discussion from the Anticipation Guide to connect life’s influences to things outside of their immediate influences (you going to introduce the Harlem Renaissance and show it’s connection to Zora Neale Hurston) (specific notes are in the PPT and the next section, Explain and Model)

	The students: 

· active                    □    passive

Notes:  
· showed interest in the learning 

· asked questions
· shared prior knowledge

· made connections
· deconstructed the target—know and do

· planned for success
Notes:


	Explain and Model
	Example of what to say to students: 

“As you recall from the discussion over the Anticipation Guide, some of you agree that there are things that influence your path in life.  And, it can be something outside of your own home or neighborhood.  For example, there are trends and movements that can begin an area away from you, but ultimately has a chain-reaction effect that shapes your present life, and future.”
Cover examples of influences (the following notes are also in the teacher’s notes section 3.1 for easy printing):

(Remember to start small and increase) 

· Over 100 miles away is UK, yet the majority of individuals here are considered Big Blue fans. 

· Many individuals are not very knowledgeable about politics and policies, but because other political figures and or individuals in the media slander the president, others jump on board.

· How about clothing?  Do you think fashion starts here, at the high school or grocery store?  No, fashions that we embrace here have usually been out in Europe for over a year before we see the trickledown effect.

· However, what influences fashion?  Could it be events in the world that are out of our control?  

· Cave men were the first to wear clothes, but did their ensemble choice change due to climate change?

· Does problems in the middle east effect you?  (students may have a variety of ideas, including gas prices)

· What about things like books and music? (let students brainstorm ideas as you write them down on the board) (if they need help start them with the vampire epidemic that led to all kids of mythical literature, and influenced appearances– glitter, black, paleness)

· There are many options for discussion (e.g., WWII, the fifties, the sixties…)

As you go through the questions in the previous section (with or without the PowerPoint), which are also in the Teacher’s Notes 3.1b, be sure to let students make connections to bigger influences in their lives (even if it seems trivial, like how many high school and grade school players wear the pull on sleeve warmer because a celebrity player did).

Once you feel students have grasped the concept of influence (evaluate by their verbal feedback in expressing connections they recognize today) begin to explain that outside factors had a major influence on the life of  Zora Neale Hurston, our author of focus in unit 3.

	The students: 

□  active                   □  passive
Notes: 

· listened critically to explanations and seemed to comprehend explanations

· asked questions

· made connections
· utilized note making
· offered ideas, appropriate comments  and/or  understandings
Notes:

	Explore and Apply


	· Distribute handout 3.1b, Ready-Set-Go-Whoa! 
· (if handout is not completed, you may wish to assign it as homework).
· Introduce the strategy of Ready-Set-Go-Whoa!  

· Explain: “It is important for you to recognize what you know before because it affects how you study. It is also important to pay attention to questions that get answered or raised while reading.” 

· Following this introduction, the teacher will model the strategy for them (there is an example on the PPT 3.1b, and a print copy).

· Ready (Identify what the students already know) Using the K-W-L format, brainstorm on an overhead the information they already know. Be sure to record everything they think they know about the topic. After the class brainstorming activity have the students write

what they personally think they know about the topic.

· Set (Brainstorm a list of questions) Continue modeling the strategy including the things they want to know more about or that they wonder about the topic. Have the students record what they want to learn on their own sheet. This helps them remember that they should be asking questions about what they are learning.

· Go (Read the selected text) Have the students read the text and record new learning on their sheet. This can be done individually, in small groups, or as a class. 
	The students: 

· actively participated in sequenced learning activities
· takes educational risks 
· uses technology ethically
· applied own understanding of new learning
· used concepts and skills in new situations
· rethought big ideas
· reflected and revised (self-monitored, self-assessed, and self-adjusted work)
· problem solving
· contributed to the work of the group 

Notes:


	Evaluate


	Whoa! (Assess learning and questions raised) Have students check their background knowledge against what they learned to identify what they really knew and what they didn’t quite understand. Then have them record the questions they still have about the topic or what questions were raised by reading about the topic.  
Optional: ask students to answer additional questions, for find out additional information as homework (they could use the internet, the library, ask a teacher…).  This could count toward a grade or be used as bonus points. 

IF extra time allows, students should read their library books (SSR). 
	The students: 
□  understand proficient work / rubrics
· demonstrated an understanding of concepts and skills
· exhibits a sense of accomplishment
· evaluated his or her own progress/ knowledge & makes adjustments
· leads parent or peer conferencing
· asked questions that encourage further learning/ rethinks big ideas
Notes: 



	Resources
	· Pen/Pencil

· Dry Erase Board & Markers

· PPT display (SmartBoard) or Document Camera

· PowerPoint 3.1b

· Teacher’s Notes 3.1b

· Handout 3.1b Ready-Set-Go-Whoa!

· Handout 3.1b Harlem Renaissance 


Knox County Public Schools


Page 1 


